The complete molecule of the title diproline ester quinone, C 18 H 22 N 2 O 6 , is generated by a crystallographic twofold axis, which passes through the centre of the benzene ring. Both -CO 2 Me groups are orientated to the same side of the benzene ring, with the carbonyl groups pointing roughly towards each other. The conformation of the proline residue is an envelope. In the crystal, a three-dimensional network is sustained by C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions involving both the quinone and carbonyl O atoms.
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Comment
Oxidative nucleophilic addition of amines to quinones results in the formation of aminoquinone products (Lyons & Thomson, 1953) . As part of a study into concise methodology for the synthesis of heterocyclic systems, we envisaged that oxidative addition of α-amino acid derivatives to benzoquinone could yield a suitably functionalized precursor for cyclization to yield pyrroloindole quinones, a structural motif present in the mitomycin anticancer drugs (Tomasz, 1995) . The title di- 
Experimental
Proline methyl ester hydrochloride (1.63 g, 9.8 mmol) and KOAc (1.07 g, 10.9 mmol) were mixed in MeOH (20 ml). Excess benzoquinone (1.00 g, 9.3 mmol) was added to the solution resulting in a deep-red coloured reaction. The reaction was stirred for an hour then all the volatiles were removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was solubilized in EtOAc and filtered through a plug of silica using EtOAc as eluent. The red coloured fraction was evaporated under reduced pressure and the product chromatographed on a column of silica eluting with CH 2 Cl 2 (removed excess benzoquinone) followed by a CH 2 Cl 2 /EtOAc gradient (9:1 V/V to 4:1 V/V). Evaporation of the product containing fractions and recrystallization from MeOH gave 0.266 g of dark-red prisms of (I) (15% yield), m.pt. 463-465 K. 3066, 2982 3066, , 2955 3066, , 2927 3066, , 2881 3066, , 1744 3066, , 1625 3066, , 1555 3066, , 1432 3066, , 1349 3066, , 1274 3066, , 1207 3066, , 1166 The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
The maximum and minimum residual electron density peaks of 0.64 and 0.63 e Å -3 , respectively, were located 1.59 Å and 0.85 Å from the H5b and C8 atoms, respectively. In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, 750 Friedel pairs were averaged in the final refinement. However, the absolute configuration was assigned on the basis of the chirality of the L-proline starting material. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. Unlabelled atoms are generated by (-x, y, -z). 
